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The city of Jyein.vi v> er Y!I-£hu, is an important traasportation and 
a&Maiftr&ilve cento? of southeastern Scioshai, located at a point 'where the 
low .hills aid , rolling firaca pining of Aadb '(Tsingfaai) marge into the rugged 


ttountcitiG and incised valleys of caster 'Tibet. She country surrounding Jyekuc do 
represent** la general two * uslc types of terrain* the low hills and level 
plains of the grass country, principally .located to the northwest and east; 
and rough, dissected hill and mountain country that extends north to south, 
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la e broad and widening avath, in the center of -which flows the Yangtze Hiver. 

She Y angtse valley la the vicinity of Jyckundo trends northwest-southeast 
with Bounta^aous terrain extending 20 to fO miles east and vest frea the river. 
The Yangtze hills rice sharply eone 3,CC0 to 4, GOO above the 11,000 to 12,000 
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foot level of the river with the highest ridges and crests at 16,000 to 
17,000 feet* Although the mountains parolleliag the Yangtze are not particplady 
high (there ere no permanent enow pecks near Jyekunao*), the mountain barrier 
Is sufficiently broad and has so fovmcdcr east-vest tributary valleys that 
known trails and passes leading to the e>. .. •. &nd vest are relatively fev. 

To the east there is a tdiC-p eal notable break with the crumpled 

Mils bordering the Yangtze giving wty to the open plains and railing country 
of the Tapper Yalungj to the west and wouthwest, however, the mountains bordering 


Approved For Release 2001/11/20 : CIA-RDP79T01 01 9A0001 00030008-9 


WW flfif ST'" 'siR’ii m ram iijrw rial’ iman *-*1 rnrir •¥*» mr» 






Approved F^^Release 200 TV'f 1'/*2‘0‘ 6TA-RDP79t01^ A0001 00030008-9 


the Tangtse merge into the ferc&ea and occeeioadl snail plains that 

c&areeterite the \$per V&y-tz basin. 

In the Vieialty or y*t£aS*v Hftlo *ibvt In o msrow valley, in 

places through narrow Xinestcne gorges in en alternating pattern of shallow 
rcpi&s and still pools of great depths* The valley is most restricted froa 
tt point shout due eact of Jyeleundo and thence for a distance of 20 or more miles 
to the south with the river in this area twisting la great loops through a 
«®y©». $0 the north and south, however, hare end there valley flats sad 
terraced slopes are cultivated, providing grain sad vegetables for the 
inhabitants of occasional email villager and monasteries that cling to the valley 
£i&es. Bmp of the tributary vcl leys, notably east and northeast of Jyekuhdo, 
ire of sufficient site to have bits of land suitable for cultivation and conse- 
quently support an occasional village. 

.Bast of the mmts&mus terrain that borders the Ycngite lies the extensive 
grassland cosafcsy Inswa es Tsoehshha, through which flows the Yslnng River and 
its tributaries* Yhi a is a region of fist, ©hollow, It-cbapod valleys end open, 
often his^GsseSy plains divided here and there by hills and oeeaoioncl low, 
pyrsssid- shaped mountains, novations of the valleys end plains range between 
12,009 and 2&,0CO feet* Aside frou a few monasteries, most of the inhabitants 
a re wm&a who roaa the plains vith their flochs and tents. East of Jyehando, 
however, there are indications that lend reclamation is being carried out 
(probably by labor reform personnel) mid ccae tracts of grassland now are being 
cultivated. 

Barth and west of 4yehundo is a second extensive grasslands area 
characterised by plains, low hills and swells, and occasional low mountains 
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dscapc features la this barren area 


aae several lak©s, the largest .\J.cL , e the Chccaa Hor located cceie 39 gi lea 
west of tJJfehuMo. Just to the eoufe oi these sraaelnnda is on elongated, ' 
northwest-southeast aligned old Xfec plain, the southern t&rsinus of which is 
: Seated lightly over SO Kilos enpfesast of Jyehundo. The Jyfeundo airfield 
: 1 » located in the southern part of fell plain. 

Travel on the grasslands near ^yei-und© is cceto arat i? aly easy- t hr oughout 
the year, haMle*wpe<l to a saincs* extent in by wet, boggy conditions end 

ctrecse. ta. the eoimtcsins, however, travel wouLd be &uch sore difficult 
and in »?ny places restrict©.! to established trails. Late eusjer travel also v 
«ould be core difficult because of she higher water levels* During winter, 
travel on the grasslands should not be hindered by snow, except occasionally 
during &a<l irsediately after infrequent siorrus. iiour.trda travel dur ing 
winter occasionally will fcc hcqpsrii at the higher elevations, and sees of the 
passes (generally at lh,000 to l^ f .p ;-0 foot elevations) nay be bioched for short 
Periods during winter* Throughout the area winter cold end strong winds will 
:«al» travel core difficult end tiao-ccnsurJ.n 3 with the intensity of cold and 
viad incressis# with elevation. Except during citsser, the Xalung probably can 
be fordod la nost places; the Tangfcs©, however, is not fordable. Earing the 
period frees late Soveaber through late I torch, ice bridges fona in o.uite 
stretches on both H&ger stresns and ccn be used to cs*Offs fee riVers* 

5Sse plains cast and northwest of Jyehuado are covered wife low throny 
bufeec end sagebrush scattered enong fee grass, but fee enclosing hills have 
only bunch grass broken by putting rochs. ftony low-lying areas bo-coxa bogs nod 
swesaps during fee red ay season. Exc grans is adequate to support large herds 
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lb the gullies end revises ©£ iha fountains yixadag the Tong tse Valley 
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south of Jyek m&pf there f he sins to appear occasional clumps c£ coniferous 
trees — fir, cedar, cprucc, end ‘per* Vegetation appears to he lover end 
of the core hardy drought-reel sis.: t vvrieties such ©a Juniper and scrub cedar 
©a foagtfc or slope#, while the eh?.s5y, cooler oorth-facSag elopes tend 

to gi'Oduce thicker, taller stands of sprue# and Hr* It is roughly JO niles^ 

Or so fSPCa hswm?, befera say sigaificaat patches of forest era 

found. It U possible that ease -d -die iv>rthcra fringe of forest has beea cut 
ty the Chinese for use in construe '.i -a work in the CTyelcundo area said in ether 
treeless areas to the north* 

I. <3L$r.ct.e 

Tbs clissatc of the ^skun&o $*** is similar to that of the Chawdo area 
to the sowthij CJKept that winter te&iperatk-ea are a little colder end euesacr 
r ainf a l l is scatevhet less, Xtetciled climatic statistics ere available for 
I3*ehu, although the record® ere for only 2 to 3 years cad therefore should be 
regarded as iediestive of conditions rsther than as firm clis&tic data* 

. • * : ■■ r ' , y . -t • 

SSeB^sersturcs below freezing are car er fret*. October through £pril, though 
frost $&» bi «3S*ect«4 f& say tine except for a few veeks during oid-sussaer. 

By Bece&ber, nomsl nighttime lows era near zero and can at tines drop to 
.f20°f* Shis bitter cold is intensified, particularly on the higher - grasslands 


« ewnrxmm 
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soft peer pass’ samlt*, by strong# generally westerly winds. Baytisa readings 
daring -sinter assmsCtly reads 35° to to 3 ?* Cussasr tess^eraiarea can be expected 
to vim to tbs c0*» and 70 * s# 

An Is ether pasta of £ffcot# ecsior i ■ the rainy season vith 2 to ^ inches 
of rain the p*6fc8ibie fifthly noras for tL period Kay through September. 
Although ©csss sort of pwssipitatiea ?.c recorded far sore then half the days 
during ©ur «s^e r # totals arc rclni-* : .-hy Sv&3. the yearly figure is only about 

Vf inches. Rainfall is saifily of the afternoon shower type with hail a 
satgetlnes eattoytag secoe^daiiaent# occasionally, days of drieale had light rain 
occur* ®se&rds of the fre^uoacy of snowfalls and snow ©ecasul&tiea ere not 
mils&le. S&s&VtaUr snow is believed to be cocoon at the higher elevations 
in the wsuntaiu© &&& on the Mgher gr^iaslanls. Accumulations# however# are , 
light (probably 3 isehea or lose fro:, any given ©torn)# and generally evaporate 
<pi«hly* Only on the' highest ridges toes snow pemanently scaaaaints. 
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of record 


Period Of record 


Period of record — 2 years 


SToiys indicates the aveibcr of days within « certain 
period of tiae during vhich the cverc^e daily cloud tsavafc is 0. 0-2.9, 

l&e twsSWBr of cloudy days is the amber of days vitbin a certain period 
of time dxrriR£ vbich the average daily cloud account is greater than 5.0 
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